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Culture shock
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the restroom is.

Swedes are also very tidy, orderly and
precise. Their houses look more like homes
cut out of magazines than places where
people live. They recycle a lot — everything
from food remains to aluminum cans, glass,
plastic and paper. What is really interesting
is that people usually pay extra for the bottle
when they buy bottled drinks. Later, they
can bring those bottles back to the store, put
them in a special machine and get their money
back, which is a really neat way to encourage
recycling. In fact, my university prides itself for
as being the first university in the world to be
environmentally certified by the international
standard 1SO14001 in April 1999. All around
there are all these drawers where students can
put their recyclables. I am still trying to figure
out where to put what, since unfortunately the
instructions are written in Swedish.

Check in next week for RosSi’s continuing
Swedish adventure!

For quesionsand comments(or if you smply

want to see more pictures), Rossi can be reached at
rrossi@rw.umbc.eduy.

Funny politics
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comment at julie@trw.umbc.edu.
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Anemo’s Slowburn made of “Stronger Stuff”

JULIE SAGER
Retriever Weekly Editorial Staff

Allow me to state right off the bat that
I am extremely picky with regards to female
vocalists. As a female musician, I have seen
entirely too many, near a majority, of people
who also fit in that category whose careers are
based on image and physical attractiveness
over old-fashioned hard work, and it makes
me both furious at the state of things and
wary of anything new that comes along.
However, rarely has an album won me over
so immediately as Anemo’s debut, Slowburn
(City Canyon Records). Yes, vocalist Hazelle
‘Woodhurst is a beautiful blonde. No, I didnt
know that until after Id been completely
floored by the CD.

On the bands website, Woodhurst
comments on having been in a number of
bands startingin her teens, saying that “finding
people who are committed to what you are
really trying to achieve is tough. I think you
get to an age where you think I dont want to
compromise anymore, and thats when if youre
lucky, things start to go right because you are
being true to yourself.” In this statement from
her biography, Woodhurst reveals herself as a
true musician: someone steeped in the culture
of rock & roll from a young age, who came
about her success through a series of failures.

Anything but the typical blonde diva,
she is both feminine and tough-girl at once.
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leftist beliefs.

Her voice is neither unpleasant nor slickly
overproduced, and her ability to both belt a
strong chorusand carry a sweet melody without
sounding out-of-place in either is rare among
pop vocalists. Many female pop vocalists sound
surprised or confused by well-written lyrics.
Another thing that sets Woodhurst apart from
her peers is her ability to comfortably express
the intelligent, articulate writing that takes
place on Slowburn, sounding neither forced
nor uncomfortable.

From lush string arrangements to nearly-
metal guitar riffs, Anemo stays true to the
roots of their name on this album, and proves
themselves as far more than just a backup
band to their vocalist. Extremely competent
musicians in their own right, Kingsley Sage,
Matt Palmer and a host of other guest backup
musicians and vocalists also get to shine on
this album. “Diversity” is the stylistic keyword
for many first albums- the idea is to strut one’s
stuff on the first album and then pick a more
focused approach for the second. Slowburn is
no exception in that right. Between the funky
riffs of “Stronger Stuff,” soaring melodies
of “Who Will You Really Become,” and
goosebump-inducing ballad that is the title
track, listeners are left wondering, “What can’
this band do?”

My only concern, as ever, is that the
complicated instrumental arrangements and
Woodhurst’s multiple vocal tracks might have
an affect on the band’s live show, because a lot
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consider their viewpoints anew, on everything

of it would be physically impossible onstage.
However, with the aid of backing vocalist
Erika Woodhurst, the voices alone might make
it more than worthwhile; hearing these women
truly belt out these songs outside of a studio
environment, a setting that often restrains
vocalists, could be particularly amazing,

For more info about Anemo, go to http://
WWw.anemo.co.uk.

Julie Sager is the Asisant Arts and
Entertainment Editor at The Retriever Weekly.
She can be reached for comment ct julie@trw.
umbc.edu.

Courtesy of anemo.co.uk
Nice beats: Anema’s Slowburn debut
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Udaya Raja [Retriever Staff]
A taste of Greece: The Hellenic Association traveled to Greece this past summer and shared
Bakalva along with other tasty treats.

Project dune buggy: Society of Automobile Engineers (SAE) poses with their project vehicle.
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